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[bookmark: _Annex_–_Access][bookmark: _Hlk134449942]A meeting of Adhoc Group 17 (AHG17) of the ITU-T/ISO/IEC Joint Video Experts Team (JVET) is planned to be held as a hybrid meeting in Aachen, Germany at RWTH Aachen University. Remote participation for sessions (except for viewing sessions) will be provided for experts who are unable to travel (see item 3 below). The meeting will have a duration of up to three days during the week of 23-27 February 2026. At this moment, it will most likely be held during the days Tuesday through Thursday, but this needs to be confirmed (depending on expected workload) with the final announcement, to be issued as an output document of the 41st JVET meeting.
The purpose of the meeting is further refinement of conditions in subjective testing of video sequences, which are intended to be used in an upcoming Call for Proposals on next generation video coding standard (where a draft of such a Call will likely be issued as an output document of the 41st JVET meeting). As a basis for the selection of sequences and rate points, document JVET-AN2026 and corresponding output documents of the 41st JVET meeting will be used. 
For on-site participation in the meeting and logistics planning, registration is necessary (item 2 below).
Participating experts are requested to subscribe to the JVET email reflector described below for teleconference access details and other further announcements.
[bookmark: _Hlk522130890]Further information about JVET and its work can be found at https://itu.int/go/jvet.
Below is some information relating to the arrangements for the meeting:
1) At this moment, experts are strongly advised to study JVET-AN2026 in terms of possible modifications necessary, and submit proposals on new/updated test material that might be considered early before the 41st JVET meeting (as input to an AHG17 telco meeting to be held during December 2025), such that appropriate planning about the amount of viewing would be possible.
2) Documents to be discussed during the AHG meeting shall be submitted via the JVET document site https://jvet-experts.org/, preferentially by 23 February, to enable study of contributions prior to the AHG meeting. The contribution document template for the 42nd JVET meeting, JVET-APxxxx.docx shall be used, which will be made available at https://www.itu.int/wftp3/av-arch/jvet-site/2026_04_AP_SantaEularia. The document template contains important information about preparing and submitting contribution documents. Please read the instructions carefully if you plan to submit a contribution.
3)	The registration link for on-site participation in the AHG meeting is https://terminplaner6.dfn.de/en/b/e522f19cc93c145599585061b512a9b8-1436729. All participants are urged to pre-register as soon as possible, and not later than 2 February 2026, to enable appropriate facilities planning. For remote participation, no registration is necessary.
4)	Remote access will be provided via Zoom teleconference on a best-effort basis. The meeting link is https://iso.zoom.us/j/95541609351. The access is password protected, and the password of the 41st JVET zoom sessions will be used. Sessions will be announced via the calendar link on the JVET document archive site (see item 1 above) and the JVET email reflector (see item 4 below), which may happen on short notice depending on the needs of discussing the outcome of viewing sessions. Online participants need to identify themselves by a string formatted as “GivenName FamilyName (Company/Organization - Country)” in the participants’ list when entering any meeting session. Participants who do not follow this identification requirement will be removed from meeting sessions.
5)	Participants are expected to subscribe to the JVET email reflector at https://lists.rwth-aachen.de/‌postorius/lists/jvet.lists.rwth-aachen.de/. Additional important information for the meeting will be announced on the reflector.
6)	You need to hold certain qualifications in order to be allowed to attend the JVET AHG meeting. It is your responsibility to understand and fulfil those requirements. If you are properly qualified to participate either in ITU-T SG21 or ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 5, then you are also qualified to participate in the JVET meeting. If you do not understand what qualifications are needed to attend, you may consult the JVET Chair Jens-Rainer Ohm (ohm@ient.rwth-aachen.de) for assistance. Extraordinary invitation may be granted by the JVET chair or the AHG17 chair to individuals upon sufficient justification.
[bookmark: _Hlk134531613][bookmark: _Hlk528158356][bookmark: _Hlk522131572]7)	Be reminded that a valid passport is required to enter Germany (being part of the European Schengen Zone) for citizens of non-European countries, and that an entry visa is also required for delegates from some countries. Please check individual requirements and application timelines with regard to visas. Participants who need visa support letters for entering Germany/Schengen should request for an invitation during registration (see item 2 above). It should also be noted that recently border passport controls have been enforced even at borders between countries of the Schengen Zone; therefore it might happen that you are controlled for valid passport at Aachen train station when entering from Belgium or the Netherlands.
8)	The meeting will be held in the ICT Cubes of RWTH Aachen, in rooms S001 and S002 (ground floor). Viewing sessions will be held in the rooms of the Institute of Imaging and Computer Vision, which is located in the first floor of the same building. Wireless network access will be available at the meeting facilities. Participants possessing an eduroam account can use the WiFi right away, other participants will be provided with a guest account of RWTH.
9)	For hotel accommodation, a list of hotels is provided in the annex of this document (but there are many more in Aachen). Note that hardly any hotel is in close distance from the part of the RWTH campus where the meeting will be held, but walking from a hotel located in the historic center of Aachen may not take more than 20-30 minutes. If you prefer coming by bus, a good choice may be to select a hotel close to the central bus station (“Bushof”) or to the Aachen central train station (“Hauptbahnhof”); both Bushof and Hauptbahnhof can also be reached after a short walk from hotels in the historic center. From Hauptbahnhof, there are also train connections to the “Aachen West” station, which is relatively close to the meeting location (about 10 minutes walking), with up to 6 train connections per hour. See further information about bus connections here.
10)	Aachen does not have an own airport, except the Aachen-Maastricht airport (MST) located close by in Netherlands, which is however difficult to reach and has flight destinations only for some tourist places. However, there are good connections from Frankfurt airport (FRA). In particular, the Intercity Express (ICE) train connecting Frankfurt to Brussels stops in Aachen after only 90 minutes with a connection scheduled every 2 hours. This is the most recommended choice for intercontinental destinations; there are also more frequent train connections where a change in Cologne to a regional train (RE 1 or RE 9) is necessary, the total time from FRA to Aachen then would be two hours. For some intercontinental destinations and most European cities, Düsseldorf airport (DUS) is another good choice, with a 90-minute direct train connection to Aachen by RE 1, scheduled every hour from early morning to late night. Other possibilities are Brussels (BRU), Amsterdam (AMS) and Cologne (CGN) airports, with train connections typically requiring at least one change. From France, Belgium and UK, there are hourly train connection via Eurostar and/or ICE, some of which require a change in Brussels.
11)	The proposed agenda for the AHG meeting is as follows:
· [bookmark: _Hlk111730822](to be defined by the time of the 41st JVET meeting)
There is no facilities fee for participating in the AHG meeting. Meeting sessions will be held on all days, and evening sessions outside of ordinary business hours could also be expected depending on the needs (in particular for viewing activities). Details of scheduling will be posted at the calendar link on the JVET document archive site (see item 1 above).

Yours faithfully,
Jens-Rainer Ohm
Chair of the Joint Video Experts Team (JVET) of ITU-T SG21 WP3/21 and ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29
Mathias Wien
Chair of JVET AHG17
_______________________________
Annex: List of hotels in Aachen
Novotel Aachen City 
Peterstraße 66, 52062 Aachen (close to Bushof)
https://all.accor.com/hotel/3557/index.de.shtml
Tel: +49 (0) 241 51590 
Email: h3557@accor.com 
Mercure Hotel Aachen am Dom 
Peterstraße 1, 52062 Aachen (historic center)
https://all.accor.com/hotel/5326/index.de.shtml
Tel: +49 (0) 241 18010 
Email: h5326@accor.com 
Aquis Grana Cityhotel 
Büchel 32, 52062 Aachen (historic center)
www.hotel-aquis-grana.de 
Tel: +49 (0) 241 443 0 
Email: info@hotel-aquisgrana.com 
Best Western Plus Hotel Regence 
Peterstraße 71, 52062 Aachen (close to Bushof)
www.bestwestern.de/hotels/Aachen/Best-Western-Plus-Hotel-Regence 
Tel: +49 (0) 241 47870 
Email: info@regence.bestwestern.de 
B&B Hotel Aachen-City 
Großkölnstraße 57-63, 52062 Aachen (historic center)
www.hotel-bb.com 
Tel: +49 (0) 241 9437967 0 
Email: aachen-city@hotelbb.com 
Motel One 
Kapuzinergraben 6-10, 52062 Aachen (historic center)
https://www.motel-one.com/de/hotels/aachen/hotel-aachen
Tel: +49 (0) 241 913896-0
Email: aachen@motel-one.com
Ibis Aachen Marschiertor 
Friedland Straße 6-8, 52064 Aachen (close to Hauptbahnhof)
https://all.accor.com/hotel/0967/index.de.shtml
Tel: +49 241 47880
Email: H0967@accor.com 
Hotel Garni Baccara 
Turmstraße 174, 52064 Aachen (10-15 min. walk to meeting site)
www.hotel-baccara.de 
Tel: +49 (0) 241 87 97 96 0 
Email: info@hotel-baccara.de 
Hotel am Marschiertor 
Wallstrasse 1-7, 52064 Aachen (close to Hauptbahnhof)
www.hotel-marschiertor-aachen.de 
Tel: +49 (0) 241 31941 
Email: info@hotel-marschiertor-aachen.de 
Parkhotel Quellenhof Aachen 
Monheimsallee 52, 52062 Aachen (close to a stop of bus 3A)
https://www.parkhotel-quellenhof.de/en/
Tel: +49 (0) 241 91320 
Email: info@parkhotel-quellenhof.de 
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